
Communities Environment Program application 
 

Project Title: 
 
 

Virtual Fence Devices - Sister Beach Road at Rocky Cape 
National Park 

Name of Organisation: 
 
 

Sisters Beach Community Association 

ABN (of organisation or of sponsor 
organisation) 
 

435 396 878 44 

Name of contact person: 
 
 

Fiona Loughran 

Email of contact person: 
 
 

feloughran@gmail.com 

Mobile no. of contact person: 
 

0448 568 728 

Grant amount sought: 
 

$19,000 (The cost for the supply of units with flexi-mounted post 
is $7,600.00 per km from Wildlife Safety Solutions).  

Total amount of project: 
Registered for GST: remove GST cost 
 

 

Not Registered for GST: include GST 
cost 
 

The total amount of the project is expected to be about 
$29,000 +GST with the inclusion of in kind work and formal 
support from the STD program, Local Government support 
work and PWS administrative assistance. 

Description of project: 
See enclosed SBCA letterhead document. 
 
Description of how project is consistent with program’s objectives & intended outcomes: 
 
Improved management of native species, including threatened species, and their habitat. 
Our project aims to reduce the number of Tasmanian Devils killed on the road through the Rocky 
Cape National Park leading into sisters Beach. Our community has noticed an alarming spike in devil 
road kills in summer months when the population becomes active due to the ‘pups /imps’ leaving their 
birth dens and seeking new territory. During the recent summer dead devils have been noticed on a 
weekly basis. 
 
Increased community connection with the natural environment 
This initiative has come from the community. We have seen the need grow, year upon year, now 
understanding that we as a community can provide leadership by taking the initiative to do something. 
We hope that people in our community can collectively take ownership of this project. 
 
Increased community knowledge of, and participation in, activities that protect and restore 
environmental assets 
We hope that if this project is successful, it will start the ball rolling to empower our community to 
think of new ways of looking after our environment. We are surrounded by National Park, the ocean 
and the beach. Coupled with more pressure being placed on the natural values of  town growing at a 
rapid rate, and a strong push from our younger generation for us to take more action we believe that 
projects such as this are vital to show that we not only care about the future , but can make a change. 
 

 

 

 



 
 

The Sisters Beach Community Association (SBCA) is an eclectic group comprised of shack 
owners and permanent residents. The membership embraces a feeling of privilege to live in and 
subsequently enjoy this special part of Tasmania. A township in the middle of a National Park is 
unique and precious, believing projects such as this will enable us to protect and nurture the 
natural values with which they coexist.  

 The SBCA have identified an area (approx. 2.5kms) between Banksia Park and Lake Llewellyn as 
a hot spot for Devil Road kill. Preliminary discussion between some of the group’s members and 
members of the Save The Devil Program have been enlightening to the extent of increasing the 
groups knowledge of the virtual fencing concept and the STD program. 

 STD have committed to assisting with the implementation of the project, including advising 
suitable locations for fencing and monitoring the success of the project in terms of reducing 
devil roadkill. STD were encouraged by the commencement of dialogue with Council and more 
specifically Council’s commitment to assisting with the application administration and 
implementation should the application for funding advance to the next stage as they aware 
that such process can be a challenge for small community groups.  

Besides assisting to mitigate marsupial roadkill with an ultimate focus on reducing opportunistic 
scavenging on the road at night an opportunity will be provided for community education 
through participation in such a project. The group sees the mitigation of the long-term effects 
of road kill on an endangered national icon as a whole of community responsibility and 
embraces the opportunity to enter partnership relationships with Local, State and federal 
government where ever possible through education with respect to something as simple as 
slowing down on the road from dusk to dawn. 

They are aware of results from virtual fence trial areas such as the Arthur River and Woolnorth 
Roads where fencing has been installed and initial reports of a reduction in total roadkill rate 
are significant and in the most commonly affected species, by 50% suggesting that these 
devices have enormous potential to substantially reduce roadkill rates (ref CSIRO Publishing – 
Roadkill Mitigation - trialling virtual fence devices on the west coast of Tasmania).  

The SBCA have been in discussions with the Waratah Wynyard Council (WWC) and the Save the 
Devil Program (STD) in our preparation of this EOI and have the support of both entities. The 
WWC have provided a letter of support and have committed to facilitating the installation of 
the virtual fencing should we be successful.  

Kind Regards  

 

Fiona Loughran 


