
 
This is a letter sent from the SBCA to the WWC General Manager recently. 
 
The red writing is the responses from council. 
The blue writing is notes of the discussion at the recent meeting (the letter 
and responses were read out at the SBCA meeting and discussed). 
 

      The new hardstand partially completed by council at the creek in early 2018 
  

Although we are grateful that this project was committed to by council, further 
work is required to bring it up to a standard that would be considered 
reasonable. 
  
a. Its poor construction means that water pools on the surface instead of 

running off. This time of year, the water doesn't evaporate so the 
hardstand is practically unusable. This is quite disappointing as the 
community had been waiting a long time for this facility and were excited 
about having a place for our children to play ball games and ride on all 
year round. We have spoken to people in the building industry who say it 
should have been made slightly higher in the centre and slope away to the 
edges. The only fix seems to be to pour concrete using the current surface 
as the base. A local concrete contractor has estimated the cost of this to 
be around 20K.  Therefore, we would appreciate if the council could 
assess the problem, provide a solution and commit resources to rectify the 
issue in a timely manner. 
The design parameters provided to the contractor undertaking the works 
was to construct the hardstand area as a flat area so that a resting ball 
would not roll off the hardstand area. Given the anticipated use of the area 
and the surrounding topography if a grade was provided to enable water 
shed (2-3%) then a ball would not lay at rest on the surface and likely end 
up at the bottom of the hill or within the car park area. Council Officers 
have inspected the area during a rain event and whilst is was found that 
indeed some water did pool in the area, the depth of this pooling was in 
the range of 5-10mm at the deepest points. From a technical sense this is 
deemed to be an acceptable level of pooling for this type of facility 
(general levels of acceptable pooling in car parks and other public use 
areas is 20mm) however it is acknowledged that this pooling creates 
some challenges and is something we will need to continue to 
discuss. 
People at the meeting agreed that as the hardstand is unusable the 
surface is not fit for purpose. One member (a professional concreter) said 
that a rule of thumb in the industry is if surface water pooling covers a 20-
cent coin it is not acceptable. Member questioned whether council could 
clean the hardstand each time they mow the grass? Action: Further 
discussion with council  
  

b. We note the recent addition of the soccer goals on the handstand and we 
appreciate this – however unfortunately it isn’t being used given the 
condition of the hardstand.  The council had committed to installing a 
basketball ring which is usually the most popular activity, we have been 



waiting for this for some time now and would like to know when this will be 
installed? 

The basketball ring and assembly has been ordered and Council is 
expecting delivery of the equipment within the coming weeks to be 
installed shortly thereafter. 

 

 

  

c. Upon undertaking a survey from our younger community last year, a 
strong desire was to have somewhere to ride skateboards, scooters and 
bikes where there are jumps and ramps.  Although a future skate park 
would be ideal, as an interim measure to address this need, we intended 
to utilise the hardstand area to provide a place for this activity to be 
enjoyed.  Therefore, we would like some clarify from the council as to the 
rules about people using equipment like skate ramps on or around the 
handstand area?  If the council is able to provide funds or resources to 
help achieve an outcome here we would be grateful.  However, the SBCA 
is prepared to use some of our own funds, fundraise, seek grants etc to 
make this happen, basically we just need support from the council and a 
clear undertaking as to what we can or can’t do?  
The hardstand area is an area for general use of all interested parties. It 
does not fall within a ‘road reservation’ area so the road rules do not apply 
and there are no restrictions that we are aware of that would restrict 
activities that you have raised.  In relation to support for this type of 
equipment, it is recommended a basic plan/concept be submitted to 
Council for consideration (possibly through community assistance grants). 
A key item within the proposal will need to be the risk and insurance 
implications in the event of an injury. 
 

  

d. It is the intension of the SBCA to source tennis nets prior to summer and 
work out a way they can be erected and taken down when not being used, 
we may support from council as to how we have holes in the ground for 
the poles with plates when not used?  We would also like to place a 
lockable garden shed beside the hardstand to store these nets along with 
any movable smaller skate ramp equipment (with a key held by the shop 
maybe)?  Not sure if council is able to support this in anyway? 
I have been advised that there have been previous discussions regarding 
a removable net and this was going to be funded, provided and maintained 
by the SBCA.  Similar to the response to the previous point, it would be 
best if you provide a concept to Council regarding the proposed shed 
location, size etc and we can advise whether this may require planning 



and/or building permits and what support may be available. Further 
discussion can then obviously take place. 
 

  

e. We also feel there are also some finishing touches required to the 
hardstand area.  The unsightly southern bank which was dug up requires 
some kind of retaining or covering, it will collapse over time and sand 
blows onto some the handstand.  The edges of the handstand were poorly 
finished off with course gravel and requires a smoother compacted gravel 
to make the area fully functional for tennis and other activities, plus 
prevent gravel from going onto the hardstand, maybe concreting the edges 
is an option?  There is also the need for some shading and seating areas 
for families to watch activities taking place.  One of the major issues with 
the whole area is the fact any ball activities will see them run down the hill 
back to the playground or down the bank into the bushes.  We understand 
its likely to be too expensive for full court proper tennis nets, however 
there may be a removable or strategically based permanent and affordable 
options that council is able to put forward and support?  The SBCA may be 
able to help the council with some of these finishing touches, however 
need to establish what council can commit to first. 
The southern bank has been reseeded and given time it is expected that 
regrowth will form and bind the embankment.  There is a reasonable level 
of root intrusion from plants above the hardstand which is expected to hold 
the embankment together. It was noted that some sand and gravel had 
‘washed’ onto the hard stand area, however the greater amount of 
deleterious material came from surrounding trees and shrubbery. In the 
planning stage I have been advised that netting to preclude balls from 
ending up in the bushes was considered but believed to be excessive for 
perceived use.  Similarly, seating was considered at the design stage but 
thought it wouldn’t be required. Both seating and ball netting can be 
considered further if it is deemed that either are necessary.  Furthermore, 
in the planning phase it was considered natural shading would be provided 
from tree growth around the area. 
  
From a technical sense, the edges of the hardstand have been installed as 
per design and it is not considered practical for concrete edging to be 
included. We will continue to discuss with you options to eliminate this 
excess gravel on the surface. 

  

In summary, just wish to see this facility brought up to a decent standard with 
some extra functionality, creating an enjoyable meeting place for kids and 
families that is available all year round, something we can all be proud of. 
 
Members said the addition of tennis and skating equipment would be good 
as well as some sort of netting on the side of the court on the north and west 
sides. This could be in the form of removable netting on permanent poles. 



A small shed to keep equipment in and a broom was also liked. It sounds like 
council will let us improve the facility with approval first.  Action: talk to 
interested groups including skaters, research equipment then show council 
our ideas for approval, then explore funding options. Look into possibility of 
acquiring old skate equipment from Burnie Council which is reportedly in 
storage? 
 
 

  
2. The creek beach area improvements and ongoing erosion prevention 

  
As council are fully aware, this area is far from acceptable, an eyesore, very 
unsafe and a waste of what could be a great area for locals and visitors to 
watch over the creek activities / scenery.  We understand council have been 
working with crown land relating to a practical solution to address the 
issues.  The undivided community opinion is that it has taken far too long and 
something needs to be done before this summer, with a view to maximise the 
potential of this area into the future based on what the community and visitors 
alike would see as reasonable.  Below are some of the points of interest and 
items to consider when council and crown come up with an urgent plan to 
resolve matters; 

  
a. There are obviously issues relating to the pine trees on the west side and 

the pine tree stumps on the east side. The eroded banks seem to be 
prevented from natural repair by the masses of roots. Is this something the 
council can fix? 

Council was involved in removing of trees several years ago under 
approval, and in conjunction with, Crown Land.  To remove the stumps 
Council would require permission from Crown Land Services and 
additionally the impact of removing stumps and roots would need to be 
considered as well as the cost of the job.  Removal of residual stumps and 
further removal of trees would have a considerable impact on the current 
amenity and natural integrity of the beach.  The issue is matching safety 
with integrity which Council takes seriously.  

  

Council has committed to working with the community to identify and 
implement some short-term measures in this creek area prior to the 
warmer weather commencing.  Longer term, solutions are being sourced 
from Crown Land. An update letter from Crown land is attached for your 
information. 

  

b. A suggestion is for council to provide some resources and/or support a 
community working bee to remove all the east side stumps, flatten out the 
bank, remove all the fencing and some of the planted shrubs/trees.  The 
recent weather events have pushed a lot of sand back up the bank, so it is 



the opportune time for such rectification activities, push some more sand 
up the bank, letting nature to hopefully resolve the problem on its 
own.  This is a cheap and likely effective way of resolving the main issue, if 
it doesn’t work then a longer term and costly strategy may need to be 
considered, however this short-term solution is worth the effort in our 
minds and sort the issue before summer.  It would also be ideal to have 
some seating and shade placed on the level section of the eastern bank, 
possibly grass some of the area for locals and visitors to sit and watch 
over the creek activities.  The access areas onto the beach also need to 
be considered, however these could be constructed to be natural paths 
without too much trouble and fit in with the landscape. 
Refer above – discussions will commence soon 

  

c. Some of the pine trees were removed on the western side last year as 
they were a safety issue, there are still a number that exist that present a 
major safety issue, plus the stumps are an issue re erosion.  Therefore, we 
would like council and crown to facilitate removing specific trees and 
stumps in consultation with the SCBA. 

Refer above – note that working bee could not remove trees – would need 
a professional service for safety reasons.  Ultimately this would be the 
decision of Crown Land Services.  

The general feeling was that solutions were taking too long and the bank 
on the west side is unsafe. Hopefully the short-term solution is to re shape 
sand banks with an earth moving machine which would be relatively 
inexpensive. The parks letter talked of work in 2019 so interim measure 
will be needed soon.  

 

  

d. The creek seems to have less water running for longer periods of time, we 
believe due to dams built in the catchment for irrigation use. In winter time 
when the creek has high flow the creek runs straight and causes no 
problems.  During the dryer months the volume of water flowing drops 
dramatically and the creek tends to meander at the mouth often very wide 
and causing erosion to the banks.  Is there a way to increase the flow by 
making dam owners release water?  Whose responsibility is 
this?  Probably difficult to do so the only real solution is to have a machine 
to straighten creek and repair banks periodically (perhaps every 6-8 weeks 
in summer). Whose responsibility is this?  Can the locals get permission to 
do it?  Are there funds available? 

Council has no say on management of creeks, environmental flow 
naturally varies.  Current irregularities associated with climate change will 
also impact the situation – e.g. flood surges etc.  Permission to do this 



would be from Crown Land Services and is very unlikely to be 
approved.  There are no funds available (or likely to be made available) for 
this type of activity. 

  

e. We understand there is $30k in the 18-19 budget to replace the main 
creek bridge.  The SBCA would welcome input into the design and to 
ensure it fits into the natural landscape and is fit for purpose.  When is it 
planned to be completed?  
All council infrastructure is built fit for purpose and always endeavours to 
take into account the environment around the structure.  The bridge is 
budgeted to be replaced like for like with final quotes due tomorrow. 

  
3. General foreshore erosion 

  
Numerous people have many differing opinions about it and how to fix it (rock 
walls, planting etc). One opinion is that the dunes are a dynamic system that 
repair over time but the repair is being impaired by development and over 
planting on the dunes. Could we perhaps engage a true expert in this field to 
come and look and see if problems can be reversed or what measures can be 
used to protect properties without causing more problems or ruining the 
beauty of the place. Do local, state, fed govt departments have funds for such 
things? 
I am aware of this suggestion and have received advice that the 
process/solution has merit but there are distinct geological and spatial 
differences between the Woonoona YouTube video and the Sisters Beach 
site e.g. higher, narrower.  Council has no control over what occurs and any 
negotiations regarding dune management should be undertaken with Crown 
Land Services. Council’s role could be to facilitate these discussions. 
At the meeting we looked at some photos of various foreshore banks 
including some old photos of the same areas and studies on dune 
management. Interestingly the dunes in front of the eastern side houses 
remain relatively unchanged is this difference in development and planting or 
some other reason. Everyone agreed erosion problem is serious and worse 
than anyone can remember. The placing of sand bags at the creek was 
discussed as a long-term solution, given this has worked well in some other 
local areas 

  

4. Lake Lewellyn general use by local and visitors 
  

This facility originally constructed for water skiing and recreational activities 
was closed to motor boats a few years ago. It is a untapped natural resource 
that is still a great place to recreate and is part of the national park. The signs 
at its entrance say no through road and local traffic only which makes people 
think they can’t go in there.  Can the signs be moved to after the lake 
entrance closer to the houses?  Can there be a sign indicating national park 



and maybe symbols of recreational possibilities e.g. Kayaking? Are there 
other ways of improving facilities and promoting the use of this area? 
The Dam is owned by Parks and Wildlife Services and they would need to be 
contacted regarding opportunities at this site. We can organise a meeting with 
Tourism staff from Council to discuss promotion and potential tourism 
opportunities and essentially work out a plan for the area 
Fire brigade have built a concrete plinth with water take off point at lake 
entrance. There is still room for a path way and possible small jetty. We would 
like to continue to push this 

  
5. Entry into Sisters Beach 

  
The council erected barriers and redirected traffic at the entry some time ago 
and this has improved flows and reduced speeds.  However the entry area 
could be further improved by removing ferns, installing new signage, moving 
existing signage and beautifying the entry somewhat – maybe council could 
assist with funding local artists to create and install a more welcoming, 
informative and even appealing sculpture or something – i.e. like Binalong 
Bay?     

               Councils new branding strategy will see entry signs upgraded before 
Christmas in all townships. There are current plans to explore artworks or the entry 
in general however it is something we would be happy to discuss further. 
 
                              

6. Freedom Camping 
  

We understand council are close to implementing a strategy relating to issues 
around freedom camping for the local community, which will result in changes 
for Boat Harbour and potentially effect Sisters Beach?  We would like to 
understand the current status of this long and sensitive process and what 
consultation will be undertaken with the SBCA if there are any foreseen 
changes relating to Sisters Beach? 
Council is currently working through the many matters which need to be 
resolved in relation to Freedom Camping. It has committed to making a 
decision well in advance of the coming tourist season and have been waiting 
on the outcomes from a statewide working group looking at this 
matter.  Council is yet to determine the level of consultation that will be 
undertaken in this regard.  

  
7. Formation of Sisters Beach Community Art Group 

  
We have been approached by locals who are in the process of forming a 
Sister Beach Community Art Group.  They have raised the question relating to 
the establishment or use of a facility to undertake such activities and what part 
the SBCA can play to assist them in exploring options with council, ability to 
access grants?  The question has also been raised as to whether council 
have reserved funds from the sale of Serrata Crescent that could be used 
maybe? 
Again, this is an area Council would be willing to explore further through 
discussion. In relation to Serrata Crescent funds, I understand  that there is a 



long and convoluted history of discussion in this regard, however there are not 
any reserves kept which allocate funds to Sisters Beach (or any other area or 
project). All projects are assessed on their merit as part of the annual budget 
process and will be funded if it is deemed a worthwhile and beneficial project. 
The idea of a community use building has been on SBCA agenda for a long 
time. If there are more groups who are interested in using a facility the better 
case we have. Ideas about what the facility would like and the location are 
encouraged 

 


