
 

SBCA Meeting Minutes 

2nd May 2019 6.30pm – Pear Tree Cafe 

Attendees: Geoff Blackburn, Stuart Gula, Carol Dunstan, Judy Taylor, Lynn Hutchison, Anna 

Gunn, Garell Gunn, Allan Loughran, Daniella Jensen, Jo Whitehead, Jayne Beddow, Nick 

Beddow, Mark Loughran, Fiona Loughran, Jim Vincent, Nina Vincent, Duncan Sayer, Andrea 

Hastings, Darren Fairbrother, Rose Verd, Ben Saward, Jono Vincent, Kerry Shegog, Mick 

Groom, Brandon Woods, Jay McGough, Ken Loughran, Cyril Smith, Glen L. 

1. AGM Nominations / Process (formal meeting next month) 

A brief description of the SBCA history and current activities was given and feedback 

sought as to whether attendees wished to defer the AGM for a month, enabling a period 

for nominations to take place.  It was therefore agreed to hold the AGM on Thu 6th June 

2019, some nominations were taken at the meeting as follows; 

- President 

o Stuart Gula (nominated by Lynn Hutchison, 2nd by Andrea Hastings) 

o Judy Taylor (nominated by Daniella Jensen, 2nd by Fiona Loughran) 

o Jono Vincent (nominated by Cyril Smith, 2nd by Carol Dunstan) 

- Treasurer 

o Ben Saward (nominated by Jono Vincent, 2nd by Mick Groom) 

- Secretary 

o Mark Loughran (nominated by Lynn Hutchison, 2nd by Jono Vincent) 

It was agreed that each nominee should prepare a brief bio on themselves and what they 

bring to the table. This is to be emailed to feloughran@gmail.com and will be posted on the 

SBCA website. 

The idea of forming a General Committee to assist the elected representatives was raised. 

This requires further discussion at the AGM as to how this would work.  People who put 

their hands up were – Andrea Hastings, Rose Verd, Stuart Gula, Judy Taylor, Jono Vincent, 

Mick Groom. 

A motion was passed for the SBCA to consider reinstating the $10 per year membership fee 

and for this to be agreed upon at the AGM on Thu 6th June 2019. 

Questions were also raised relating to the SBCA processes and in turn Articles of Association 

(AoA).  It was agreed that we should dig out the existing AoA from the archives for review 
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and update where necessary. It is noted that the “Mission Statement” can be found at 

sistersbeach.org.au/community-association. 

2. Minutes of previous meeting 

These were read and passed as a true and correct record 

 

3. Australia Day at the Creek - 2019 

Jono gave a brief rundown of the activities and positive feedback from families that 

attended. Photos of this event can be found on sistersbeach.org.au/blog.  Ben highlighted 

that $1,674 in revenue was received, with a profit of $774 after expenses.   

 

The $2,000 grant from WarWyn council took care of the mega slide and local bad the Red 

Neck Roadshow.  It was noted that this was our 3rd year of the existing grant period and we 

need to apply once again during Q3-19.  

 

4. Coastal Erosion / Walkways (update from Ken Loughran) 

Ken Loughran presented a detailed update relating to walkway accesses repairs and general 

erosion concerns.  As Ken mentioned and contained in the April WWC minutes, nodes 2 and 

10 are planned to be repaired at a cost of $83,050, as well as signage updates to other 

unusable nodes.  These still require final approval from Parks and Wildlife, however 

engineering and Aboriginal Heritage studies have been completed. 

 

Several members indicated that Park and Wildlife are very hard to contact and suggested 

that the SBCA should write a letter to the Tasmanian Minister for Parks – Will Hodgman. 

 

5. Creek Improvements / Land Care 

People commented that improvements by locals and council to the eastern side of the creek 

have been well received.  Some concerns remain regarding the area on top of the bank 

where fencing still exist and trees are becoming overgrown limiting access, recreational 

space and visitor views. There was overwhelming opinion that this area should be grassed 

and join up with the existing grassed area to the north.  

 

Discussed the possibility of forming a Land Care or Wild Care group of locals to look after 

this area.  Geoff Blackburn who is a member of the Wynyard Land Care group, indicated 

they could help us out in our area. 

 



 
Concerns have been raised regarding the pine trees on the western side of the creek and 

council have now logged an internal request for these to be assessed and ideally removed.   

  

6. Hardstand Improvements 

People are dismayed by firstly the quality of the works and secondly the lack of action to 

repair to an acceptable standard.  At a recent meeting with the WWC general manager, it 

was confirmed they tendered the resurfacing and planned to allocate funds in the 19-20 

capital budget.   

 

It was relayed to the general manager that a more wholistic approach may be best, whereby 

a total redesign of the facility including netting, tennis, basketball, skating functionalities are 

required to bring it up to community expectations.  With this increased cost in was 

mentioned that the SBCA and WWC could jointly apply for community grants to assist 

council with funding. 

 

7. Freedom Camping 

High level of discussion of late in the community about Freedom Camping after WWC 

indicated a desire to move to the planning stage for this at Sisters Beach as noted in the 

WCC minutes Apr19.  Many were concerned regarding the lack of consultation with the 

community regarding the intended location, numbers, days of stay, types of campers, waste 

management and how council planned to regulate.  Feedback suggests that some locals are 

strongly against the idea, however others support the idea provided all their relevant 

concerns are addressed. 

 

Councilor Darren Fairbrother summarized the situation at Boat Harbor and detailed recent 

restrictions that have been applied there.  He backed up the words from the WCC general 

manager that Freedom Camping at Sisters Beach would not proceed without community 

support and there would be a lengthy consultation and approval process to work through. 

 

It was therefore agreed that the SBCA should form a Freedom Camping committee to 

consult with the council on this matter. 

 

8. General Business 

Community Hall – Mick Groom has continued meeting with WWC and community members 

to progress a long-term strategy to develop a community hall.  Momentum is building for a 

multiuse community facility including the ability to house art groups, men’s shed, SBCA 

activities, gardens and other broad possibilities.  Everyone agreed Mick is doing a great job 

with this vision and expressed support in helping him achieve an outcome. It was agreed 

that a location for the facility needs to be found and agreed upon with council, with all 



 
suggestions welcome.  Some ideas were council owned blocks at Seratta Crescent and 

council owned land above the hard stand.  It was expressed that a committee be formed in 

the near future to initiate a concept plan of what this may look like.  

 

Beach Volleyball Equipment – Mick raised the idea of purchasing equipment to be used in 

summer with the possibility of a weekly informal roster.  Everyone agreed this was a 

wonderful idea and SBCA funds could be used to purchase this equipment – quotes to be 

sourced, options regarding a storage box to be explored. 

 

Replacement Foot Bridge over Creek – WWC are planning to replace the existing bridge due 

to its age.  They have provided us with proposed plans for feedback.  Due to current 

standards the supporting structure is steel, however the council has agreed to wooden 

decking and railings to keep it similar and blend into the nature – please see plans and 

provide any feedback to WWC. 

 

Meeting closed at 9.00pm, next meeting (AGM) to be held at Pear Tree Café at 6.30pm 6th 

June 2019. 


